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1, 2, Just For You

Frogs and
Toads:

In each of the boxes to the
left, circle
the two frogs
or toads
that make
a matching
pair.

Fingerplay
Pointy Fingers

3, 4, Ask for more!

Look for books that encourage counting. Many
have pictures where you and your toddler can
point to each object and count for practice.

Dial-A-Story
Hear stories read
aloud, 24 hours a
day, at your library.
This week:

“Injun Summer”
Find free books online at
www.WeReadNatrona.com
Call 265-6379 to listen.
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Two pointy fingers I can show
(Hold up both index fingers)
Way up high or way down low
(Hold index fingers high & low)
With my right, I point to my toe
(Right index toward toe)
With my left, I show where to go
(Point to left)
Two pointy fingers I can show
(Hold up both index fingers)
To show you things that I know!
(Point straight ahead, then to head)
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2nd Grade

Spend 20
minutes
A DAY
“Who Eats What?
Food Chains and Food Webs”

reading
with
someone
special.
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By Patricia Lauber

Patricia Lauber has
written over 125
books for children,
most of them related
to science. On
subjects from bats
to volcanoes, she
firmly believes her
writing helps make
science interesting for
everyone.
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Dear Family,
This month’s author
emphasizes, through
repetition, the concept of
food chains. She goes on to
show how many chains can
actually become a food web.
There are many ways to
demonstrate this to children,
like the activity to the right.
Please help your student
find the part of the book that
discusses the sea otter. Talk
about the impact of reduced
numbers of otters. Enjoy this
great informational text.

Food Web

Draw an arrow from each predator to what it eats.

Natrona County School District . Common Core Connection: Reading Standards for Informational Text:
Identify the main purpose of a text, including what the author wants to answer, explain, or describe.
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Supreme Law
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Our Constitution

The U.S. Constitution is a set of
basic laws organizing, granting and
limiting the powers of our government.
It is something that all American
citizens share.
The Constitution is on display at
the National Archives building in
Washington, D.C. An archives is a
place where important documents are
preserved.
This week, we celebrate Constitution
Week, Sept. 17-23, with an issue about
this historic document.

Our country’s most
valuable charters,
or documents, are
displayed in special
cases under protective
glass. Visiting the
National Archives, you
can see:
1. The Declaration of
Independence
2. All four pages of the
Constitution
3. The Bill of Rights

Constitution fact-a-roonies
• It was created in
Philadelphia …
• during the summer
of 1787 …
• in secret …
• in about 100 days.
• It has 39 signers …
• and is made up of
a preamble, seven articles and 27
amendments, which were added later.
• The original Constitution is
handwritten on four parchment pages.
Each page is about 29 inches high and
24 inches wide.
• Our Constitution is the longestlasting written national constitution in
the world.
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Father of the Constitution

James Madison was a smart student
of government and a great statesman.
He was a friend of Thomas Jefferson.
Madison was only 36 when the
Constitution was written. He influenced
what went on at the Constitutional
Convention more than any other
delegate.
He wrote a plan for the new
government, the Virginia Plan. Many
of his ideas were adopted. He also took
many notes and wrote up detailed
reports. His records are our best
sources of what went on. These were

not published until after his death.
Madison worked hard for
ratification. He later
served as a Virginia
congressman and
proposed the first 10
amendments (the Bill
of Rights).
After serving as
James Madison secretary of state
under Thomas Jefferson, he was
elected as our fourth president. He
lived longer than any other signer. He
died at the age of 85 in 1836.

Please include all of the appropriate registered trademark symbols and copyright lines in any publication of The Mini Page®.
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Amendments
Our Constitution is
not perfect. It has been
amended, or changed.
Twenty-seven amendments
have been added. The first
10 are called the Bill of
Rights (1791).

3rd: quartering of
soldiers limited.

freedom of assembly
and petition.

1st: freedom
of religion

4th: searches and
seizures regulated.

freedom of
speech

freedom
of the press

5th: rights to due process
of law, including protection
against self-incrimination.

6th: rights of a person
accused of a crime, including
the right to be
represented
by a lawyer.
7th: right to a trial by jury.
11th: rules for lawsuits
against states (1795).

8th: unfair bail, fines and
punishment forbidden.

9th: citizens entitled
to rights not listed in
the Constitution.

12th: new way of selecting
the president and vice
president
(1804).

10th: powers not
listed reserved to the
states or the people.
16th: federal income
taxes authorized
(1913).

13th: slavery
abolished (1865).

14th: rights of citizenship, due
process and equal protection
under the law (1868).

2nd:
right
to bear
arms.

15th: voting rights for
former slaves (1870).

17th: U.S.
senators to
be elected
by the
people
(1913).

20th: dates of the presidential 21st: 18th Amendment
and congressional
repealed (1933).
terms set (1933).
19th: women
18th: sale of alcohol gained right
banned (1919).
to vote (1920).
23rd: people in
District of
Columbia given
right to
vote for
president
(1961).

22nd: president limited
to two terms (1951).
26th: voting age
lowered to 18
(1971).

24th: no poll
25th: presidential
taxes in federal succession and
elections (1964). disability (1967).

27th: congressional Look through your newspaper
salaries regulated for items about Constitution
(1992).
Week.
Next week, Mini Page readers
will enjoy some famous and
familiar quotes from William
Shakespeare.

The Mini Page Staff
Betty Debnam - Founding Editor and Editor at Large Lisa Tarry - Managing Editor Lucy Lien - Associate Editor Wendy Daley - Artist
Please include all of the appropriate registered trademark symbols and copyright lines in any publication of The Mini Page®.
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A NEWFANGLED

CHRISTMAS
By Betsy Haynes

Chapter 2

FACING THE
CHALLENGE

I

couldn’t help but shiver. The
screen glared back at me like
a big accusing eye. If I didn’t
turn it on pretty soon, The Missus
would kill me. She was already
pointing to the calendar. I knew
it was October already, and if I
didn’t find out what boys and girls
wanted for Christmas pretty soon,
I wouldn’t have time to get all the
toys made.
The coast was clear. The Missus
was out in the yard with the
elves making snow angels. The
reindeer were in the pasture
practicing take-offs and landings.
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It was now or never.
I tiptoed over to my desk, sort
of like I was sneaking up on that
metal monster. I dropped slowly
into my big old leather chair and
scooched around until it felt just
right. I wanted everything to be
as near to perfect as it could be.
“Probably won’t even be
able to turn it on,” I whispered
hopefully.
Then I spied the button right
above the keyboard. Beside it
were the words POWER ON/OFF.
So much for not being able to
turn it on.
I poked the button, and right
away the screen lit up a bright
blue. It came on so fast it startled
me. From somewhere inside

came soft music. And then a
bunch of funny little shapes
popped up all over my screen.
I shook my head. It was hard
to believe that kids all over the
world did this kind of thing every
day.
“Now what do I do?” I
wondered aloud. All the little
shapes had settled down. The
computer seemed to be waiting
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But I had more important
things to worry about. I knew
that she knew what my next
question would have to be. I
closed my eyes and wrinkled up
my face. I had to do it.

“You get on the
Internet, is what
you do.”

“And just how do I do that?” I
finally asked.
“Oh, Santa! I can’t believe my
ears,” The Missus cried and threw
her arms around me. You’d have
thought I had just promised her a
Caribbean cruise. The next thing
I knew, she had snuggled into my
leather chair with me and was
giving me a great big kiss.
Then she started tapping like
crazy on the computer keys. I
couldn’t believe my eyes. In just
about half a second The Missus
had not only gotten on the
Internet, she had downloaded all
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my backed up e-mail. All nine
million, seven-hundred fifty-three
thousand, eight-hundred ninetyone messages!
I was flabbergasted. It was
only October. There were more
than two months until Christmas.
Suddenly it occurred to me how
many more e-mails I might get. I
don’t mind telling you, I started to
sweat!
“I’d better start reading them

NOW,” I mumbled.
“Great,” said The Missus. She
clasped her hands together in
happy anticipation. “I’ll help.”
“You don’t need to bother,”
I said with a sniff. She was
carrying things a tad too far. “I’ve
got the hang of this contraption
now,” I added before she could
argue.
To be continued ...
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Keep Your Eye
CHAPTER NINE
The Animals Have a
Meeting

STORY SO FAR: When Amanda becomes
a thief, Philip, her twin brother, wants to run
away. The park animals convince him that
they all need to do something to solve the
problems Amanda has caused.
Having accepted Hubert’s idea of holding
a general meeting to deal with Amanda,
Philip set out immediately to speak to as
many of the park animals as he could.
When he went to speak to a pair of geese
— Tom #16 and Bertha #42 — dozens of
other geese appeared as well. “Amanda?
Amanda? Who’s she? Who’s she?” they all
said, talking at the same time.
10 My Trib

Amanda

“She’s my sister,” Philip explained, “and
she’s making trouble for all of us.”
“How’s that? How’s that?”
“She’s become a thief, working with
a man. They’re stealing from Boulder
homes.”
“Very bad. Very bad,” the geese said
together.
“And,” Philip continued, “we’re going to
hold a general meeting tomorrow at the
amphitheater. It’s to figure out what to do.
Will you come?”
“Well, maybe. Well, maybe,” said the
geese.
Lucy, a stray dog, was thrilled. “I love
meetings!” she yapped. “Lots of friends!
Lots of interesting talk! Lots of excitement!
Count me in for sure!”
When Philip came upon Sam, a red fox
that usually kept himself somewhat aloof,
the fox replied in a shy voice, “Well, yes, I’d

like to come. Perhaps I can be useful.”
The rabbits were more cautious. “Well,
I don’t know,” said one. “Ask him,” said
another. “I’ll go if he goes.” Overall, Philip
was left with the impression that at least
some rabbits would be there.
As for the squirrels, they already knew
about the meeting, though Philip never
learned from whom. Before he could say
anything, they informed him that they
would all be there. Philip was almost sorry
to hear that.
The one animal Philip was most nervous
about meeting was the coyote, Rebecca.
Not only did she have squinty eyes, she
always had a fixed smile that the young
raccoon did not entirely trust.
He found Rebecca sitting under the Sixth
Street Bridge. A painting of coyotes was
there, and Rebecca, who had posed for the
artist, never tired of looking at it.
Tuesday, September 17, 2013

“Your sister?” Rebecca said softly. Her
pale eyes were fixed on her portrait. “She
the one who challenged the university
football team to a game of Kick the Can?
Last I heard she was trying to dam Boulder
Creek to make a hockey rink.”
“That only lasted a week,” Philip said,
feeling the need to be very respectful.
“This is much more serious.”
“What kind of serious?” Rebecca said
with a smile that showed her
sharp teeth.
After retreating a step, Philip
related all that had happened.
He concluded by saying, “We
need to find a way to rescue my
sister before she does a lot of
damage — to herself and to the
rest of us.”
“A thief, eh?” murmured
Rebecca. “And working with a
human. Not smart. Not wise.”
“Do you think you could be
at the meeting?” Philip asked.
“We need to find a way to stop
her.”
Rebecca stared at her portrait
for a long while. At last she said,
“Yes, I think so. I might come
up with an idea to persuade
your sister. I just might.” So
saying, she smiled, turned, and
trotted away silently.
After speaking to as many
animals as he could find, Philip
went home and told his mother about the
meeting.
“I suppose it’s a good notion,” she said,
“though I’m not sure anyone can change
your sister’s mind. I suspect you’ll need to
do something really remarkable.”
Ruefully, Philip remembered what
Amanda had said to him: “I’ll make you a
deal: Do something to surprise me. Then
Tuesday, September 17, 2013

I’ll listen to you.”
“But Ma,” said Philip, “what could I do?”
Philip could not sleep for trying to think
what to do. How he tossed and turned.
Then, in the middle of the night, an idea
came to him. Full of excitement, he sat up:
Yes, he thought, that might be just the thing
to surprise Amanda!
By two in the morning the park animals
had gathered on the banks of wooden seats

set before the amphitheater. The band shell
glowed in the moonlight.
In the front row sat a gaggle of geese
plus a few ducks. The rabbits stayed under
the benches. Miss Matilda the deer had
come — along with her companion, a
dignified, older-looking stag. Lucy the dog
went rushing about licking as many faces
as she could, much to the other animals’

annoyance. Pickwick brought along a
whole packet of cats, all friends. Sam
the fox was there too, as well as a host of
raccoons — Philip’s many relations. As for
Rebecca the coyote, she lay stretched out,
tongue lolling, a hungry look on her face.
Of course, Philip was there with Hubert,
the skunk.
“I’m a little nervous,” Philip confessed.
“Of course you are. It’s your sister,
pal, not mine.”
“I suppose that’s it,” Philip
said, and made his way to the
front of the band shell.
Philip stood before the
animals. “First off,” he began,
“my mom and I want to thank
you. We appreciate your
concern about my sister.”
Then he told everyone what
Amanda had done, and what he
feared she would continue to do.
“Get to the point,” suggested
Rebecca, a bite of authority in
her voice.
“Hey, pal, let the kid tell it his
way,” Hubert said. He shook his
tail. Rebecca showed her teeth
but said no more.
Philip continued. “Though
my sister has taken up a life of
crime, she’s really a good sort.
Just a little wild.”
“I’ll say, I’ll say,” gabbled the
geese.
“That’s what this meeting is about: to see
if we can find a way to save her. Because
if we don’t, all of us animals will be kicked
out of the park.”
(To be continued.)
Text copyright © 2003 by Avi
Illustrations copyright © 2003 by Timothy Bush
Reprinted by permission of Breakfast Serials, Inc.
www.breakfastserials.com
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September 15-28
Sunday

15

Monday

16

Tuesday

17

Mills Storytime
(ages 3-5),
10:30 a.m.,
Mills Branch Library
Tiny Tot Time
(infants &
toddlers),
10:30 a.m.,
Natrona County
Public Library

22

23

Tween Monday
(grades 4-6),
4 p.m.,
Natrona County
Public Library

24

Mills Storytime
(ages 3-5),
10:30 a.m.,
Mills Branch Library
Tiny Tot Time
(infants & toddlers),
10:30 a.m.,
Natrona County
Public Library
Family Game
Night, 6:30 p.m.,
Natrona County
Public Library

Wednesday

18

Storytime
(ages 3-5),
10:30 a.m.,
Natrona County
Public Library

Newspaper
Carrier Day
September 19

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

19

20

21

26

27

28

Storytime
(ages 3-5),
10:30 a.m.,
Natrona County
Public Library

Storytime
(ages 3-5),
10:30 a.m.,
Natrona County
Public Library

After School
@ the Library
(elementary ages),
4 p.m., Natrona
County Public
Library

25

Storytime
(ages 3-5),
10:30 a.m.,
Natrona County
Public Library

Storytime
(ages 3-5),
10:30 a.m.,
Natrona County
Public Library

Storytime
(ages 3-5),
10:30 a.m.,
Natrona County
Public Library

After School
@ the Library
(elementary ages),
4 p.m.,
Natrona County
Public Library

My Trib is
supported by
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